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[fn p. 28]
State of Georgia Jasper County

On this 21st day of January in the year 1833 personally appeared in open Court
before the Inferior Court of said County now sitting John Davidson a resident of said
County & State and 73 years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his
oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress
passed June 7th 1832.

That he entered the service of the United States as a volunteer in the month of
August in the year 1776 under the following officers, and served as herein stated to wit
Colonel Thomas Brandon, Major Benjamin Jolly Captain James Crawford -- served a
Tour of 3 months and was drafted several times and was under Colonel Roebuck at
Orangeburg sent by General Green [sic, Nathanael Greene] to guard some prisoners in
Jail and was in the service in all three years and six months. That he resided in Union
District South Carolina at the time he entered the service. That he was under Colonel
Pickens at the Battle of the Cowpens -- and in an engagement against the Tories
commanded by Cunningham -- and that he marched through the adjacent Country -- and
that he was in the service almost constantly till the close of the war. That he has no
documentary Evidence of the same, but the Certificate of Gilbert Shaw" hereunto
annexed his fellow soldier which he offers as evidence of his service.

He hereby relinquishes any claim whatever to a Pension or Annuity except the
present and declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State
in the Union.

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. S/ John Davidson
S/ Edward Price, JIC
[Jeremiah Lumsden, a clergyman, and Aris Newton gave the standard supporting
affidavit.]

| Gilbert Shaw of said County and State do certify that John Davidson the above
named applicant was a Revolutionary Soldier and served a part of the above specified
time with me in the Militia of the State of South Carolina.

Sworn to and subscribed in open Court the day and year above written.
S/ Edward Price, JIC S/ Gilbert Shaw

! Gilbert Shaw W3876
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State of Georgia, Jasper County

On this twenty-ninth day of April in the year Eighteen hundred and thirty-four,
formally appeared before the Supreme Court of said County, John Davidson, a resident of
said County and State, age seventy two years and being first duly sworn according to
Law, doth in his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the
Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. That he entered the service of the United States in
the year Seventeen hundred and seventy seven in the month of August, in Union District
South Carolina, as a volunteer under the following named officers to wit. Col. Thomas
Brannon [sic, Thomas Brandon], Maj. Benjamin Jolly and Capt. Robert Pharis [sic,
Robert Faris]. That he marched first to Smith's Ford on Broad River and from there down
to the place called the Waxhaws and from there to Francis' Ford on Broad River, all this
time he was engaged as a volunteer and employed against the Tories. He returned home
to Union District in the month of September having been gone about one month. Shortly
after this, he thinks in the month of October following, he was drafted as a militia man in
the company of Capt. Faris & Col. Brandon's Regiment and thereupon he marched up to
[?], the residence of Col. (afterwards Genl.) Pickens [Andrew Pickens], and from that
place in company with other troops, viz. the Regiments under command of Col. Roebuck
and Col. Elijah Clarke. The whole with his own Regiment, commanded by Genl. Pickens
marched to Saluda River and was there in detached parties sent about in an uncertain sort
of service in order to keep down the Tories between the Broad and Saluda Rivers and
were kept engaged in this way until the arrival of General Green [sic, Nathanael Greene]
& his army in that part of the Country. And that his Regiment joined the forces under
Genl Green then having his Head Quarters at the High Hills of Santee. That Genl Green
ordered a detachment to be formed of five men from each captains' company and all
under the command of Col. Roebuck & Lieut. Col. Farr to proceed to Orangeburg C. H.
for the purpose of guarding with greater security the jail at that place in which were
confined a number of prisoners. That he was one of the five men taken from the company
of Capt. Faris and was placed under the immediate command of Lieut. Latimer of Capt.
Thompson's company and then marched to Orangeburg C. H. where he remained in the
aforementioned service for the span of two months. The prisoners having been sent by
Order of Genl Green to his Head Quarters he was verbally discharged by Col. Roebuck at
Orangeburg and then returned home. In the fall of the year 1780 he was ordered out still a
drafted militia man to join Genl Morgan's Troops on Pacolet River, he serving in the
Company of Capt. Faris, Col. Brandon's Regiment, the first Lieut. of said Company being
James Crawford and the second John Storey. That about this time he and fourteen others
of Capt. Faris' Company fell in with a detachment of Tories commanded by Cunningham,
the celebrated Tory captain, about Thirty in number, and in their skirmish the following
individuals of his company were killed, to wit. Thomas Binon, Edward Armstrong &
Patrick Harbison. That he marched in the Regiment & company above stated to Pacolet
River where they joined the army of Genl Morgan and immediately the whole body
marched to the place called the Cowpens where Genl Morgan halted and remained until
the Battle at that place which occurred on the 17th day of January 1781. That in this
battle he received two saber cuts, one on the head and the other on the right hand. He
remembers to have seen at this fight Col. William Washington, Genl Pickens (& Col.
Howard of the Regular Army). That on the day after the battle the army under command



of Genl Morgan proceeded to cross Broad River and marched thence to Salisbury N. C.
Here the militia was discharged by Genl Morgan verbally. That he remained at this place
after the departure northward of the force under command of Genl Morgan for about one
month in which time the wounds on his head and hand were nearly cured and then
returned to Union District, South Carolina having been absent about five months. That in
the month of September following under Capt., (formerly Lieut.) James Crawford of the
company formerly commanded by Capt. Faris, Col, Brandon's Regiment, he marched,
Lieut. Col. Farr then commanding the Regiment - & Maj. Young, assistant commander,
to Bobo's on Tyger River where they rendezvoused two days and were joined by other
Troops and all then marched to a fort on the Congaree River where was deposited some
of Genl Green's ammunition, stores & provisions. That they remained at that place 'til the
latter part October 1781 when intelligence arrived of the capture of Lord Cornwallis’
army at York Town three days after which they were verbally discharged by Lieut. Col.
Farr and then returned home to Union District having been absent on this occasion about
two months. The whole of his time of service was three years at least. He hereby
relinquishes any claim whatever to a pension or an annuity except the present & he
declares that his name is not on the pension roll of any agency in any state.

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid.

S/John Davidson

[Jeremiah Lumsden, a clergyman, Aris Newton & William Jones? (a revolutionary
pensioner) gave the standard supporting affidavit.]

To the questions proposed by order of the Pension Office, Department of War, John
Davidson answers.

1. Born in the year 1761 in the state of Pennsylvania on the Schuylkill River near
Philadelphia.

2. He has a record of his age in a family Bible at his home.

3. Union District, So. Carolina. At the time he was called into service until the close of
the Revolutionary War he was residing in Union District South Carolina, then in Greene
County, Georgia, and then to Morgan County, and then to Jasper where he now resides
making in all a residence in Georgia of 37 years as well as he recalls.

4 & 5 Refer to his declaration for answers.

6. He received no written discharge

7. He refers to Jeremiah Samson, a clergyman, Aris Newton, & William Jones, the last a
Revolutionary Pensioner.

Sworn to and Subscribed in open Court this 29th day of April 1834

S/ Lucian Q. C. Lamar S/ John Davidson

[fn p. 10: On April 9, 1855, John Davidson, 93, filed in Jasper County Georgia for his
bounty land entitlement. In this affidavit he states "He states that his certificate of
discharge was destroyed with other valuable papers & money some 2 years ago by
robbers.”]
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