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The State of Ohio Greene County Court of Common Pleas of the Term of November 
1832

Greene County/ Personally appeared in open court before the Judges of the Court 
of Common Pleas aforesaid at the above Term and on the 23rd day of November A.D. 
1832 Ashur Reaves a resident of Silver Creek Township in this County of Greene 
aforesaid aged Seventy five years who being first duly sworn according to Law doth on 
his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of 
Congress passed June 9th [sic, 7th], 1832.

That he entered the service of the United States under the following officers and 
served as hereinafter stated.  He states in the year 1778 to the best of his recollection and 
belief and in the Summer of that year and month he thinks in about the month of __ 
[blank in original] he entered the service of the US and was drafted for a tour of three 
months and marched under the command of Captain Comes his first name was George; 
the names of the other company officers if they had any he does not recollect from 
Halifax County and state of Virginia to Petersburg Virginia.  He remained but a short 
time at Petersburg and the company not being needed at that time and place the company 
of Captain Comes was ordered on to Halifax County and each member of the company 
went to his own house but was not discharged but continued to muster once in every two 
weeks but was not called to march into active Service until the expiration of the three 
months for which they were drafted and were then discharged in writing by the Captain. 
He was in active service on this tour about three or four weeks and at the time he was 
drafted he lived with his Father in the County of Halifax and about 12 miles from Halifax 
Court House and near what was called the Mulberry fields on the on a Creek called 
Sandy Creek.  Shortly after he was discharged as above stated himself and his father 
moved to the County of Wilkes in the State of North Carolina and about 2 miles from 
Wilkes Court House on the Yadkin River where he lived until the fall of 1789 and as well 
as he recollects about the month of October or September when he again entered the 
Service of the United States as a substitute for a man by the name of Fuller who had been 
drafted as he said for a tour of three months; under Captain Gordon whose name was 
either George or Charles and he cannot say which.  He marched under the Command of 
Captain Gordon to Salem N. C. and there joined two other companies and they were 
taken command of by Major Hartgrove and they were employed in scouting through the 
surrounding country – some times all in a body and some times in separate companies. 
They marched as far as Camden S. Carolina and were at one time United with other 
troops at that place, but for a short time only.  The object was to prevent the Tories in that 
part of the Country from embodying themselves and conveying intelligence and 
provisions to the British.  The Tories it was said were headed by the Celebrated Fannen 
[sic, David Fanning] who produced great disaffection among the Citizens in that part of 
the State.  Major Hartgroves lived near the father of this applicant in Wilkes County.  At 
the expiration of three months the Company of Captain Gordon marched home were in 
no battle of any kind and were discharged by Captain Gordon but not in writing.

In a few days after he returned home he enlisted as it was then called for a Term 
of three months in Wilkes County and went out again on horseback under the same 
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Captain Gordon against the Tories – the Company of Captain Gordon was about 50 in 
number and he traversed over the most part of the State of N. Carolina, were at Camden 
in S. Carolina and on the Congree [sic, Congaree] and Enneree [sic, Enoree] Rivers and 
on Misery Creek and were at one time in hearing of the cannon of Cornwallis's Army at 
Charleston when that place was attacked or it supposed to be at that place.  Captain 
Gordon fell in with a company of 12 or 13 Tories in the neighborhood of a small Town 
near the line between North & South Carolina; they were engaged in making Guns for the 
Tories.  Captain Gordon took them or a part of them and condemned and hung three of 
them all on a limb and marched off and left them hanging.  Shortly after this the three 
months expired in the company was discharged but not in writing and he returned home 
to Wilkes County.

In about one week he again volunteered and entered the service on horseback to 
go against the Tories who had collected to a considerable number at a place called the 
Shallow ford on the Yadkin River and marched out under Captain Cleveland.  Colonel 
Gordon had command of the expedition and had about 300 men under his command. 
Colonel Gordon overtook them at the Shallow ford he packed and killed several and the 
balance were dispersed.  He then returned home to Wilkes County and was discharged. 
He was absent from home on this expedition about three or four weeks.

He remained at home about three weeks and again entered the service as a 
volunteer horseman for no particular time and immediately went out against the Tories 
under the command of Captain Isbell.  They marched to Salem and scouted in that 
neighborhood for about four weeks but finding no enemy Captain Isbell returned home 
and the applicant was discharged and returned home.  There was about 50 men in Captain 
Isbell's company.  He states that he remained at home at a few weeks he does not 
recollect certainly but thinks but two or three and again enlisted for a tour of three months 
under Captain William Nawls and this Company met at and started from Salem and 
marched under Captain Nawls on foot and joined the Main Army under General Gates 
[Horatio Gates] near Camden S. Carolina.  This Company consisted of about 100 men 
and was not attached to any particular Regiment but were employed as a company of 
light and independent troops as spies and scouts.  Shortly after he arrived the battle of 
Camden was fought in which Gates was defeated, the fight was commenced by the 
company of Captain Nawls.  After the defeat of Gates by Cornwallis he never saw either 
General Gates or Captain Nawls.  The whole Army was scattered and the Militia was 
never formed after the battle.  A few of the Militia that went from Wilkes County got 
together and returned homeward together; but before they reached home he volunteered 
to join the Army of General Green [sic, Nathanael Greene] near Guilford Court House 
where he had a battle with the British but this applicant did not arrive until three days 
after the Battle he joined the Army of General Greene at Salisbury and marched with the 
Army as far as Halifax County North Carolina as it was retreating before Cornwallis's 
Army.

He states that he again entered the service as a volunteer under the command of 
Captain Cleveland to guard some prisoners taken at King's Mountain and he volunteered 
shortly after the battle of King's Mountain.  The prisoners were with brought to Wilkes 
County Court House by Colonel Cleveland the Father of Captain Cleveland and this 
applicant remained with the prisoners about two weeks at Wilkes Court House.  They 
consisted of about 20 British and 20 Tories and they were then carried to Salisbury in 



North Carolina and he remained there about six weeks and was then discharged and 
returned home.  The date of this last time he entered the service he cannot state with 
greater certainty than by saying it was shortly after the Battle of King's Mountain.  Since 
the performance of the above services, he states that he has resided in Halifax County 
aforesaid about 16 years and was married in that County and moved from there into 
Hawkins County and State of Tennessee and lived about 11 years on the lands of William 
Cock [sic, William Cocke] who was for many years a member of Congress from that 
State and lived in the State of Tennessee in all about 13 years.  He moved from there to 
the State of Ohio the year that the late war was commenced with Great Britain and has 
lived in the County where he now resides about 20 years.  He can neither read nor write 
and has no record of his age.

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 
present and declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the agency of any state 
and that he has no documentary evidence of his services and that he knows of no person 
by whom he can prove his services above stated or any part thereof.

Sworn to & subscribed in open Court November 23, 1832.
S/ J. Y. Grover, Clk S/ Ashur Reaves, X his mark


