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Pension application of Thomas Hood S4379 
   Transcribed by Will Graves 
State of Tennessee, White County 
 On this 21st day of August 1832 personally appeared before me Nathaniel W. 
Williams, Judge of the Circuit Court of Law and Equity for said State now sitting nin the 
said County of White, Thomas Hood, a resident of White County and State of Tennessee 
aged about 74 years, who first being duly sworn according t Law doth on his oath make 
the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed 
June the 7th 1832: That he entered the service of the United States under the following 
named Officers and served as herein stated. He thinks it was in the month of August 
1777, but as to the date, it is impossible for him to recollect with accuracy, as he is 
wholly illiterate, he entered the service as a volunteer under Captain Downy; he engaged 
for three months; this was in Bedford County Virginia. Captain Downy with his company 
to which this declarant was attached, marched to Williamsburg, Va. where he remained 
stationed for the term of his engagement. The Company of Captain Downy was attached 
to Col. Martin’s regiment on the expiration of the term of service he received a discharge 
from Captain Downy which has been lost, in the manner which will be hereafter 
particularly described. 
 He then removed with his mother into Burke County North Carolina where he 
remained some little time and came out upon Holston River to a frontier, which is now in 
East Tennessee. He then joined the company of Captain Isaac Wilson as a substitute for 
Moses Johnson. The object of this engagement was to protect the frontier against the 
Cherokee Indians. Evan Shelby and Charles Robertson he believes both held the rank of 
Colonel at this time, but to which Regiment he was attached he does not know, but is 
certain that one of these individuals had the command of the Regiment to which he 
belonged. John Sevier, who was afterwards a Senator in Congress and Governor of 
Tennessee at that time held the rank of Captain; had the command of a Company in the 
same Regiment to which this declarant belonged. The term of service of which he now 
speaks was for three months. The place where he entered the service is called the “Long 
Islands of Holston.” From this place, they descended the River to the Chickamauga 
Towns, supposed to three hundred miles by water. He was not on this occasion in any 
battle. The Indians, on their approach, evacuated their Towns and retreated. He received a 
discharge from his Captain Isaac Wilson which has in like manner been lost. After this he 
returned to Burke County North Carolina. He then went out as substitute for Adam Hall, 
who had been drafted in the said County of Burke and belonged to the Company of 
Captain James Morrison, who belonged to Col. Fifer’s [sic, Phifer?] Regiment. They 
marched from Burke County to Mecklenburg, North Carolina, at which place they joined 
General Greene [Nathanael Greene]. This tour was also for three months. He was not in 
any battle. The troops were stationed there in expectation of an attack from the British. 
They, however, did not come during the time he stayed. On the expiration of his three 
months, he received a discharge from Captain James Morrison, which discharge is also 
lost. 
 The next tour, he volunteered in the said County of Burke, under Captain John 
Smith, who commanded a Company of Cavalry and was attached to Col. Holmes’ 
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Regiment of minute men and was in the battle of Ramsour’s Mill. He believes he was not 
out at this time more than three weeks. This was an expedition against the Tories. The 
Tories were routed, many of them killed and the troops returned back to Burke County.  
 The last service in which this Declarant was engaged was under the following 
circumstances: A company of volunteers was raised by Captain John Cleveland partly 
from the County of Burke, and partly from the County of Wilkes, and attached to the 
Regiment commanded by Colonel Benjamin Cleveland, the father of the Captain. They 
went against British, where they were commanded by Ferguson [Patrick Ferguson] at 
“King’s Mountain.” This declarant was in the memorable battle of King’s Mountain, and 
was well acquainted with Col. Campbell [William Campbell] and Col. Shelby [Isaac 
Shelby]. He believes he was not out in the service on this occasion more than one month, 
but of this he is not certain. Thus his services to his Country terminated with the 
exception of a few short excursions against the Tories for which he claims nothing from 
his Country. He received a discharge from his Captain John Cleveland which shared the 
fate of his other discharges. (He has no documentary evidence by which he can establish 
the foregoing facts—nor does he know of any living witness by whom the same can be 
proved. 
1st: He believes he was born on the 24th day of March 1758. He was born in Prince 
William County, Virginia. 
2nd: He had a family Bible containing a record of his age. This bible was burn, when his 
house was destroyed by fire in the County of Burke in North Carolina, about forty years 
ago. 
3rd [& 4th]: The manner in which he was called into Service has already been stated; also his 
places of abode at the different period. From Burke County N. C. he removed into South 
Carolina, Pendleton District; where he remained about twenty five years. He then 
removed to what is now the County of White in the State of Tennessee, where he now 
lives and has not lived two miles from where he now lives, since he has been in the 
County. 
5th: As to his acquaintance with regular officers, and the “General circumstances” of his 
service, they are as fully set forth in the foregoing declaration, as his memory will enable 
him to do. 
6th: As to his discharges, and from whom received, on the different occasions above 
referred to, he has fully and explicitly stated. Those discharges were consumed when his 
house was burnt in Burke County, N.C. as already stated.  
7th: He refers to the following person’s in his neighborhood who can testify as to his 
character for veracity and their belief of his services as a soldier of the Revolution, viz: 
Turner Lane, Esq., John Bryan, Esq., Major William M. Bryan, and the Revd John Green. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the 
present and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the Agency of any State. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
      S/ Thomas Hood, X his mark 
S/ Anthony Delrell [?], Clerk 


