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Pension application of Abram Alexander S8013
Transcribed by Will Graves

State of North Carolina, Cabarrus County: Court of pleas and quarter Sessions for the County of
Cabarrus begun and held at the Court House in Concord October 15, 1832

On this 15™ day of October 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the Court of pleas
and quarter Sessions for Cabarrus County North Carolina now sitting, Abraham Alexander, a resident
of the County of Cabarrus and State of North Carolina aged seventy two years on the 16™ day of March
passed — who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration
in order to attain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7, 1832. That he entered the service of
the United States under the following named officers and served as herein stated. I entered the service
of the United States first as a volunteer in the County of Mecklenburg N. C. town of Charlotte, in the
month of November on or about the 20" day, 1778 — in a company commanded by Captain William
Houston — Lieutenant Stephen Alexander, Ensign William Gardner, in the Regiment under Colonel
Francis Locke, under General Griffith Rutherford-- volunteered for five months. I went near to
Charleston S. C. from Charlotte N. C. thence to Purysburg on the North Side of that River — this was
while the British were stationed along the Savannah River [several illegible words] was present to
cover the retreat of a part of the Army when defeated at the Battle of Briar Creek. Served out my five
months and was discharged about the 20" of April 1779 by Colonel Locke. I again, in the same
County, in the month of April 1780 became a volunteer in a company under the command of Zachius
Wilson in the Regiment of Col. Alexander under General William Davidson [William Lee Davidson]
for six weeks went to Ramsour's Mills — was some time on foot and some times mounted — as the
nature of my service required. After the battle, [I] was a part of the guard and took prisoners to
Salisbury — thence I was marched to Colson's [Mill] [at] the mouth of Rocky River against the Tories —
was discharged sometime in June 1780, after having served six weeks by Zachius Wilson. I was then
in June 1780 in the same County & State drafted for three months, and placed in a company under the
command of Captain Givins, Lieutenant Falls — was myself a sergeant in a Regiment commanded by
Colonel George Alexander under General Griffith Rutherford — went from Mecklenburg to South
Carolina — and was in the battle of Camden, usually called Gates' defeat — on the 16" of August 1780.
Served out the three months and was discharged about the first of September 1780 by Captain Givins.
I again volunteered in the same County & State in September 1780 under Captain William Gardner —
Colonel Alexander as a minute man and was continually in the service chiefly against the Tories till
August 1781 [balance of line obliterated] officers during this time whose names I do not recollect but
he served this eleven months and was discharged by Col. Alexander. I again volunteered in the month
of September in the County of Mecklenburg N. C. for three months in a company commanded by
Captain William Gardner — Lieutenant Robert Patterson, Major White, Col. Phifer and General
Rutherford — marched to Wilmington N.C. — near which place we heard of the surrender and capture of
Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown — served out the three months and was discharged in December 1781 by
Captain Gardner. I served in all twenty months & two weeks. I have lost, mislaid or destroyed all my
discharges. I was always a volunteer in the service except once when I was drafted for three months. 1
always lived in Mecklenburg when I entered the service. That he was born on the 16™ day of March
1760 in the State of South Carolina — brought, when a child to Mecklenburg N. C. and has lived since
the Revolutionary war always in Mecklenburg, now called Cabarrus. He has no documentary evidence
of his service. He refers to Paul Walter, Charles Blackwelder, George Barnhart & Will Carrigan. His
family record is in a Bible now at home.

He refers to the Reverend Dr. John Robinson and General Paul Barringer as to his character for
veracity and their belief of his services as a soldier of the Revolution. He hereby relinquishes every
claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the
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pension roll of any agency in any State.

Sworn to & subscribed the day and year aforesaid. S/ A. Alexander
Questions propounded by the Court to A. Alexander
1*: When and in what year were you born?
Ans: in the State of South Carolina -- 16™ of March 1760.
2" Have you any record of you age and if so, where is it?
Ans: T have in a Bible at home
3" Where were you living when called into service? Where have you lived since the Revolutionary
War and where do you now live?
Ans: Always in the County of Mecklenburg in that part of the County of Mecklenburg in C. now
called Cabarrus.
4™ How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer, or were you a substitute and
if so for whom did you substitute?
Ans: [ was always a volunteer except once when I was drafted.
5™ State the names of some of the Regular Officers who were with the troops where you served, such
Continental and Militia Regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service.
Ans: [ was at Briar Creek — Gates' defeat — and at Ramsour's Mills immediately after the Battle — I was
at Wilmington — at Briar Creek. I knew Colonel Lytle — Captain Craige — I do not remember the No. of
any regiments.
6™ Did you ever receive a discharge from the service; and if so by whom was it given; and what has
become of it?
Ans: My discharges are all lost. I [was] first discharged by Colonel Locke — then by Zachius Wilson —
then by Captain Givins — and by Colonel Alexander — then by Captain Gardner.
7™ State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood, and who can
testify to your character for veracity and good behavior and your services as a Soldier of the
Revolution.
Ans: General Paul Barringer and Dr. John Robinson, D. D.

Sworn to and subscribed the day & year aforesaid. S/ A. Alexander

We, George Bernhardt and Charles Blackwelder hereby certify on Oath that Abram Alexander who has
signed the above declaration & interrogatories was a soldier for three months in our mess in the
expedition to Wilmington N. C. under Captain Gardner & General Rutherford.
Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. S/ Geo Bern hardt [sic]
S/ Charles Blackwelder

I Paul Walter hereby certify that Abram Alexander who has signed the above declaration was a soldier
in the Revolution for five months under Colonel Locke & General Rutherford in the expedition to Briar
Creek as stated by him.

Sworn & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. S/ Paul Walter

I William Carrigan of said County do hereby certify that Abraham Alexander who has signed the above
declaration was a soldier for five months in the expedition to Georgia — at Briar Creek — for three
months to South Carolina at Gates defeat — and for three months to Wilmington.

Sworn to & subscribed the day and year aforesaid. S/ Wm Carrigan



